
VOTER GUIDE
Restoring local school funding request on April 27 ballot

     This proposed Replacement of Educational Programs and Operations Levy helps
maintain Lakewood’s quality educational programs and opportunities for students. It
is not a new tax. It is a restoration of a local levy requiring approval from voters.
Historically, local levies have been approved by voters in Lakewood for the past 30
years, if not more.
     In 2020, local voters did not approve two proposals to replace the local Educational
Programs and Operations Levy. To continue the programs and services listed below
during this current school year, budget cuts were made, and funds were withdrawn
from Lakewood’s fund balance (savings account), but funds in that savings account
will not last for much longer.
     As our community begins to put the pandemic behind us, our schools and students
have some catching up to do. The state has directed all public schools to develop
recovery plans to address the social-emotional and academic gaps created during the
pandemic. This levy, if approved, would help support programs to meet those needs.
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11%Vocational programs such as robotics, engineering, and technology classes

23 teachers beyond state $ to provide more personalized student instruction

School safety and security enhancements

Approx. 4 teachers beyond state/federal $ for children w/learning challenges

Nurses in all school buildings to support students with health needs

Preventative maintenance and repair of facilities to ensure safe spaces

Approx. 7 support staff above state $ for student learning and safety

Training for staff to improve student learning and success after high school

Student transportation to meet basic family and safety needs

Activities like sports and clubs to keep students involved in school

Food services that ensure readiness for students to learn

Outreach to families and community
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What would the local replacement levy fund if it is restored?
PROGRAM AMOUNT OF LEVY $% FUNDED BY LEVY

$6,081,871

$142,768

$1,846,661

$370,649

$357,823

$374,590

$596,246

$395,919

$180,796

$604,731

$933,385

$133,023

$145,280

TOTAL

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE LEVY: WWW.LWSD.WEDNET.EDU/LEVY



42 JOBS FUNDED 
BY LOCAL LEVY

 

If property values go up, do
schools get more funding?

REPLACEMENT OF 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AND OPERATIONS LEVY

Why are local levy 
dollars needed?
Local levy dollars fill the gap
—nearly 16% of the district's
budget—between what it
takes to provide a quality
education for Lakewood
students and the state 
money provided.  

Questions & Answers
Have expenses gone
down during COVID?

No. Teachers and school staff
still teach & support students
and families when learning is
online. Students shifting back
to campus also brought
unexpected expenses, including
hiring more teachers to ensure
student and staff safety. 

No. Property taxes may fluctuate,
but the district only collects the
total amount approved by voters.

Lower proposed tax rate
Local levy dollars fill the gap between what it takes to
provide a quality education for Lakewood students and the
amount of money provided by the state. Due to the
continued uncertainty of the pandemic and resulting
economic pressures, the April 2021 proposal is about 
$8 million less than the previous request. The first year of
the proposed collection will not fully close the gap between
current programs and state funding. If the levy is restored,
schools will continue to tighten their collective belts. 

$2.18 $1.80

2020 2022*

$1.80

2023*

$1.80

2024*

$6,081,871 $6,446,783 $6,833,5906,181,103

Estimated Annual
Rate/$1,000

Levy Revenue

*Proposed Replacement of 
Educational Programs and Operations Levy

2021

$0

$0

Calendar Year

To learn more about exemptions and property tax
relief programs, visit www.assessor.snoco.org or
call the Snohomish County Assessor's Office at
(425) 388-3433.

Senior & Disabled Exemptions
We are committed to openness and transparency.
Please visit www.lwsd.wednet.edu/levy, call 
(360) 652-4500 or email info@lwsd.wednet.edu
with any questions you have about this proposal.

More Information

Much of what the local levy funds is people —
additional adults helping to provide a quality
education and give children the support they
need in both academic and social-emotional
learning. Lakewood's local levy provides nearly
16% of its annual operating budget, including
an additional 42 jobs above what the state
funds. If the local levy is not restored,
Lakewood will continue approximately $5.9
million in cuts to programs and staff for the
next 2 years.

*Estimated for the April 27 proposal

Levy rate goes
down

If property
values go up

Annual Levy Collection


